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SUMMARY .
4

A

A Study on the Difference in Living Environment between
High-Housing Value Clusters and Low-Housing Value Clusters

Yun Sang Lee, Minjoon Oh, Jin Do Choi

Key words: Segregation, Living Environment, Spatial Disparity

The problem of social inequality has been raised continually in our society.
In spatial context, diminishing regional disparity has been at issue. In urban
studies, residential segregation also has been investigated in the similar spirit.
This study is a follow-up study of "A study on Spatial Distribution of Housing
Values and Residential Segregation by Housing Value". In the previous study,
clear high-housing value clusters and low-housing value clusters were identified
in five large cities, but the disparities in living environments between those
clusters were not investigated. In this study, we measure the disparities among
high-housing value clusters and low-housing value clusters and suggest some
policy implications for reducing these disparities.

To accomplish this goal, we first review the literature on intra-city disparities
in living environments and choose the list of variables on living environments.
Then, we provide basic statistics and maps about residential segregation by

housing values for the city of Seoul. Next, we measure the variables on living

84



environments and compares the results among high-housing value clusters,
low-housing value clusters, and non-clusters. Last, we summarize the
comparison results and suggest some policy implications for reducing the
disparities.

We found that in at least one variable in each subarea of living environment
(transportation, convenience and public services, health and welfare, education,
culture and sports), the level of variable in low-housing value clusters was
lower than that in high-housing value clusters. Also, the proportion of middle
school graduates who entered the prestigious high-schools was much lower in
low-housing value clusters than in high-housing value clusters. Hospitals and
medical doctors per capita were much smaller in low-housing value clusters
than in high-housing value clusters. Subway stations and bus routes per capita
was smaller, the average distance to subway stations and city centers was
longer in low-housing value clusters than in high-housing value clusters. The
average number of urban parks, public libraries per capita, public sports
facilities per capita were lower in low-housing value clusters in high-housing
value clusters.

We think that middle schools in low-housing value clusters should provide
special classes for students who has potential and desire for education in order
to reduce the disparity in the proportion of middle school graduates who
entered the prestigious high-schools. Also, more public hospitals should be
located in low-housing value clusters in order to reduce the disparity in the
medical services. In the city transportation planning process, regional equality
in the routes of public transit should be more seriously considered. In
low-housing value clusters, the service levels of public parks, libraries, and
sports facilities should be evaluated and the enhancement of service quality
should be provided in case of low-quality public facilities.

SUMMARY - 85
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